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How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth 

Chapter One Discussion Questions 

 

Why should we be cautious of “unique” interpretations of the Bible? 

 

What is the difference between saying the Bible has a “plain” meaning and saying that a 
person can read it and immediately understand it? 

 

What is meant by the “eternal relevance” of the Bible, and how is this related to the 
Bible’s “historical particularity”? 

 

Give an example of how the Bible provides clues to what things are eternally relevant. 

 

What is the implication of the fact that Scripture is more than a list of “do’s” and 
“don’ts”? 

 

Have you ever had a bad experience with how someone “interpreted” the Bible—either 
in a way you strongly disagreed with or with an attitude about interpretation that you 
found bothersome? 

 

In your experience, what is the role of “scholars” or “professionals” in biblical 
interpretation?  Give an example of a time you found the advice of a “professional” 
helpful. 

 

Has the approach to interpreting Scripture changed over the history of the church?  If 
so, how? 
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How do Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians approach the interpretation of 
Scripture? 

 

Chapter Two Discussion Questions 

 

Why is the difference between a word and a concept such a challenge to translators?  
What are some examples of this? 

 

What do we mean when we say that the Bible is “infallible”? 

 

What are some textual problems that might cause a translator to have difficulty? 

 

How does the example of the “holy kiss” illustrate the kinds of linguistic choices a 
translator has to make? 

 

Why is it important that a translator understand the customs and idioms of a culture as 
well as its language? 

 

What translation of the Bible do you use?  What do you like or dislike about it? 

 

Do you prefer a more literal translation or one that takes more of a “concept” translation 
approach? 

 

Discuss some of the challenges translators of the Bible face.  Do you feel more or less 
able to tackle the task of understanding its “plain” meaning? 

 

What parts of the Bible present the most difficulties to translators?  Why? 
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Chapter Three Discussion Questions 

 

What does it mean to think “contextually”?  What are the advantages of thinking about 
Scripture in a broader context? 

 

What is the difference between a letter and an epistle? 

 

What is meant by “task theology” and “systematic theology”? 

 

What might be a good source of information about the historical context of the epistles? 

 

What are some of the questions that will help you interpret and understand the epistles? 

 

How does it affect the way you read the epistles to consider that the authors and the 
recipients knew each other—that Paul, for instance, had a lot more knowledge of the 
Corinthian church than we do? 

 

When you read the epistles, do you tend to focus on specific sentences and passages 
that have a lot of meaning for you, or are you a “big picture” type of reader? 

 

How does the occasional nature of the epistles influence the way they are written? 

 

Chapter Four Discussion Questions 

 

What is the first, most basic rule of hermeneutics? 

 

What is the second rule? 
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How can the extended application of a part of Scripture cause problems?   

How should we treat the “matters of indifference” that are mentioned in the epistles?  
What two things are important to remember about these matters? 

 

What should we do when, after careful study, we cannot discern if a passage of 
Scripture is applicable only to the first century or if it is directly applicable to us as well? 

 

Can you think of a time when you felt called to greater obedience through reading the 
Bible, especially the epistles?   

 

What are some of the peripheral issues that Christians sometimes focus on?  What are 
the “core” issues we should be focusing on? 

 

How do the rules of hermeneutics influence interpretation? 

 

Is it possible for Christians to use the same rules of hermeneutics to arrive at different 
theological viewpoints? 

 

Chapter Five Discussion Questions 

 

What are the three levels of narrative? 

 

What is “redemptive history”?  Why is it important to keep this level of the story in mind 
as we study the Bible? 

 

Who is the hero of all stories in the Bible? 
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What is the main way we learn from the stories in the Bible? 

 

What are some of the interpretive mistakes we are cautioned against? 

 

Do you ever find yourself focusing on the human characters of the Old Testament 
narratives, such as Moses, Jacob, or David?  What is the result? 

 

Think of a movie you got so involved in that you were able to really identify with the 
characters and their stories.  Have you ever felt that way about a Bible story? 

 

Novels and films often use symbolic elements to represent good and evil.  Does the 
Bible ever employ similar devices?   

 

Why do you think Scripture includes so much narrative?  Should the preponderance of 
stories in the Bible affect the way in which we teach others and share the gospel, or can 
we communicate the same information we find in narratives through other means? 

 

Chapter Six Discussion Questions 

 

What is the special nature of the book of Acts? 

 

Why do Protestants, especially, look to the book of Acts as a model? 

 

What were Luke’s two main purposes for writing? 

 

How are the Gospel of Luke’s themes of God’s kingdom and Jesus’s presence 
continued in Acts? 
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Why is it helpful to outline a book of the Bible when you study it? 

 

What is the outline of the Book of Acts? 

 

How have you experienced the “big four” of Acts—expansion, Holy Spirit, individual 
conversion, and changed lives of communities—in your own life and community? 

 

Now that you’ve outlined a book of the Bible, which one do you want to outline next?  
Why do you think outlining this book would be helpful to your study of the Bible? 

 

What is the geographic movement of the gospel in Acts? 

 

How does the gospel expand through the various ethnic groups throughout the book of 
Acts? 

 

Chapter Seven Discussion Questions 

 

What are the two basic divisions in the Gospels? 

 

Why is it important to have four Gospels, rather than only one? 

 

What are some of the ideas about why and how the Gospels were originally written 
down? 

 

What five literary forms make up 98% of the Gospels? 
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What is the special concern, or emphasis, of each of the Gospels? 

What is your favorite Gospel?  Why do you think the “special concern” of this Gospel 
particularly appeals to you? 

 

Has anyone ever challenged you with the so-called discrepancies” between the 
Gospels?  How did you/would you respond to such a person? 

 

How do the Gospels use many of the same elements to emphasize different aspects of 
Jesus’ life? 

 

Why is the Gospel of John so different from the others?  What parts of John’s Gospel 
reflect a different point of view on the events that are recorded in the other three 
Gospels? 

 

Chapter Eight Discussion Questions 

 

How did St. Augustine interpret the parable of the Good Samaritan?  Why should we 
avoid allegorical interpretations of the parables? 

 

What was the significance for the Jews of the parable of the Prodigal Son?  What is its 
significance for us? 

 

What should be our reaction to the parable of the Good Samaritan? 

 

If you were to pick a parable and retell it in a “modern” way, which one would you pick 
and how would the story go?  What things might change, and what would have to stay 
the same? 
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What is one way you can “love your neighbor as yourself” today? 

How are the themes of grace, judgement, and the kingdom developed in the parables? 

 

Why did Jesus interpret the parable of the Sower only for the disciples, after everyone 
else had left? 

 

Chapter Nine Discussion Questions 

 

Why is it important to remember that most of the Bible is information, not instructions? 

 

How can we discern which parts of the Old Testament law still apply to Christians 
today? 

 

What two laws does Jesus explicitly “carry over” from the old covenant to the new? 

 

How have the Ten Commandments been renewed, and clarified, in the new covenant? 

 

What are the two types of laws that appear in the old covenant?  Which one of these 
applies to new covenant commands? 

 

Do you ever approach the Bible as a list or set of instructions for living?  How does this 
affect your perception of God’s relationship with you? 

 

Do the Old Testament laws strike you as being similar or different from the laws of our 
society?  In what ways? 
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How does the narrative surrounding the Old Testament laws relate to the laws 
themselves? 

 

Chapter Ten Discussion Questions 

 

What was the role of a prophet in Old Testament times? 

 

What does it mean to say that prophets were “covenant enforcement mediators”? 

 

Why and how does the nature of prophecy change from the Old Testament to the New? 

 

Why were true prophets sometimes unpopular, while false prophets often had huge 
followings? 

 

What effect did Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, and Persia have on Israel and Judah?  Why? 

 

What are the five main types of oracle? 

 

Can you think of any “false prophets” in our time?  What are their false teachings?  Why 
do they have followers? 

 

Were the prophets all of similar social class, or did they come from diverse 
backgrounds?  Were there educational requirements to being a prophet? 

 

What was the legal or political role of the prophet in Old Testament times? 
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Chapter Eleven Discussion Questions 

 

Why does God want us to pray? 

 

What is meant by saying that the book of Psalms is “all-purpose”? 

 

What were the Psalms used for in Ancient Israel? 

 

What are the main types of psalms? 

 

What might be the benefits of using the Psalms as part of your regular prayer life? 

 

What are some of the things that get in the way of prayer?  What are some of the 
distractions, doubts, or worries that keep you from sincere and consistent prayer? 

 

How have the Psalms been used in worship throughout the history of the church? 

 

Why do many of the psalms seem so angry? 

 

Chapter Twelve Discussion Questions 

 

What is the Hebrew word that is translated “wisdom” in the book of Proverbs?  What 
does it mean? 

 

What are three characteristics of proverbs? 
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What are the kinds of decisions the book of Proverbs can help us with? 

 

What is the main point of Song of Songs? 

 

What does Ecclesiastes say about the meaning of life?  What gives our lives purpose? 

 

What life decision does the book of Job address? 

 

What are some of the decisions you are facing at this time in your life?  How might the 
Bible’s Wisdom books help you in those decisions? 

 

How do the characters in the books of Wisdom differ from the characters in the narrative 
sections of the Bible? 

 

Chapter Thirteen Discussion Questions 

 

What Four Old Testament books significantly influenced Revelation? 

 

What are some ways that Revelation is “apocalyptic”? 

 

Why is it important to note that Revelation contains symbolic elements?  What are some 
of those symbolic elements? 

 

How is Revelation also traditional prophecy?  How is it an epistle? 

 

What images does John himself interpret? 
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How does Revelation tell us about the past, the present, and the future? 

 

What parts of Revelation are most encouraging to you?   

What similarities are there between the book of Genesis and the book of Revelation? 

 

Do the events of Revelation occur in cycles or in a linear way?  How so? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These chapter discussion questions are taken from Studying the Bible for All Its Worth 
Lectures by Dr. Douglas Stuart.  
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